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launching a series of bilateral and multilateral cooperative projects, intended in part to counter both Beijing's
influence operations and its continuing diplomatic, economic, and military pressures on Taiwan.
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g esoonsibilty  From Theory to Action his B on the Prz;'zc‘zpfe of Population. His view, the Malthusian
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Page 33 @ what is sustainable for the popu|ati0n. Therefore, there will always be

As soon as food becomes available,...

g 58 a people who are hungry and poor. As soon as food becomes available,

The Jevons Paradox claims that increases...

Law, is that population growth is exponential and will always go beyond

birthrates increase and consumption grows beyond what is considered to
be enough to feed all. Malthus™ thoughts are in line with the English
economist W. Stanley Jevons born in 1835, who suggested that the more

we get, the more we use. The Jevons Paradox claims that increases in
resources availability generate increases in resource consumption. For
example, an increase in access to energy, similarly with an increase in
energy efficiency, will not lead to surplus energy, rather the extra energy
available will be immediately demanded and consumed. Both these theo-
ries posit that humans naturaﬂy push the limits whenever it comes to
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increasing taxes were equally unpopular at that time as it is today.

3.2 Examples of Key Economists Anchored

in Economic Growth

e @)

Adam Smith, John M. Keynes, and Milton Friedman are three econo-
mists whose views are pcru’i\rd h'\“ many over time as [.1}'i11g the founda-
tion of today’s society.

Common for the individuals 1l)1‘mul.1ling theories and solutions for
world development is that they lived in different times. This is especially
relevant when it comes to sustainability issues and the current situation.

)

As discussed in Chap. 2, it was not until 1987 that a global agreement

<
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Adam Smith, John M. Keynes, and Milton Friedman are three economists whose views
are perceived by many over time as laying the foundation of today’s society. Common
for the individuals formulating theories and solutions for world development is that they
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Responsibility : From Theory to
Action

by Caroline D. Ditlev-Simonsen 40 C. D. Ditlev-Simonsen

PUBLISHER
Springer International Publishing AG

DATE emerged that we are facing an unsustainable future, especially with regard
2R to environmental challenges and resource depletion. When the first eco-
nomic theorists lived, resource depletion was not a real issue. Many peo-
g o = ple were poor and did not have access to land, however', Ot‘l ? broad:c‘:r

scale, the land and resources were there. It was only that individuals did
not have access to them. If forests were cut down for heating, people

More...

ONLINE ALLOWANCES () could move to a new forest and cut that down. Two hundred years ago,
S the world population was just over one billion and CO, emissions were
Unlimited pages remaining to print not an issue.
The Industrial Revolution took place at the turn of the eighteenth
DOWNLOAD ALLOWANCES e century. Its defining impact on the economy is associated with the move
Your offine reader manages download allowances. y from handmade production to mass production of goods in factories. y
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The aim of this chapter is to clarify what it can
mean, in the academic study of politics, to give sim-
plifying empirical analysis of some kind priority
over plain description and explicit prescription.
Three main kinds of positive theorizing will be dis-
tinguished, which will be called, for want of any
better terms, conditional, rational, and intentional.
Most of professional political science fits within
one or more of these categories, but only a few
examples of each can be selected for discussion
here.

CONDITIONAL ANALYSIS

The analysis of political facts is often cast in terms
of the relations between independent and dependent
variables, and when it is, the aim is almost always
to isolate some relatively simple functional rela-
tionships among the values of the variables. Do any
of the independent variables correlate strongly with
the dependent dimension? Are any of these correla-
tions more than just correlations — that is, evidence
of causal connections? What are the necessary
and/or sufficient conditions for the outcomes of
interest? More generally, which prior conditions
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between religion and vote may be a clear statistical
fact, derived by rigorous reasoning from some more
elementary (or ‘brute’) facts about the way a sam-
ple of Detroit’s residents have answered questions
about their race, religion, occupation, education,
and so on. Admittedly, it may have almost no rela-
tion to what these voters would say if asked to
explain why they voted as they did (they might say
almost nothing about their religious backgrounds or
beliefs), but it may still be an important fact in the
context of practically oriented speculation about
why voters really vote the way they do and what
can be done to make them vote as one would like.
In short, it may be part of a ‘causal’ theory of vot-
ing, in Detroit or elsewhere, and the theory may be
true or false, regardless of what one thinks ‘norma-
tively” about voting for any particular party.
Rigorous statistical reasoning was first widely
used in political science to establish and to explain
or interpret simple relationships of this kind. The
quantitative study of public opinion and voting is
now one of the largest subfields of the discipline.
Few of its many findings are perhaps of much inter-
est to political theorists, but the methods and over-
all approach of such ‘behavioural’ research are
another matter. And recently some of their most
important applications have had to do with large
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